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the injustice of their Venetian crusade. He also commissioned his ambassador at Home to watch over the interests of Venice as well as those of his own country, and persuaded the Pope to remove the ban of the Church from the Doge and his subjects.
Instead of making war, however, on France, his hereditary foe, his first warlike enterprise was to send 1,500 archers to help in the Netherlands against Guelders, as had been agreed by treaty. He vainly tried to persuade Maximilian to accept arbitration and make peace with his life-long enemy, even although the French King used the familiar argument that all Christendom must unite to turn their arms against the Infidel. He wrote in the same strain to Ferdinand his father-in-law, announcing that he was about to raise an expedition for the destruction of the enemies of the Faith. This, he said that he owed to God for his peaceful accession, while on another occasion he declared " that he cherished, like an heirloom, the ardour against the Infidel which he inherited from his father." It must be added that this generous purpose did not trouble his later life much more than it had done that of the cold Henry VII. It turned out to be only one of those useful diplomatic fictions, by which any sovereign of that time who desired peace could say that it was imperative in order to fight the Turk.
Yet we must do Henry VIII the justice to own that he did raise an expedition for a crusade, which sailed from Plymouth in May 1511, to join in the King of Spain's attack on the Moors. However, it came to no result, for the Christian allies quarrelled                                   iPil         IP tijuti tlt«
